In reading this week we
learned that friendly letters are a way to communicate with the reader in a
personal way through writing. We compared a letter
to an email or a text message, which often replace
letters today. We discussed why people write
letters, and read several
books in which authors have
written in a letter format.

In connection with our reading mini-lessons, we have
been exploring friendly letters in writing. We will be
writing a persuasive letter
for our next unit of study,

In math this week we reviewed telling time, counting money, and identifying
even and odd numbers. The
bulk of our learning though
was on strategies for adding two digit numbers. We
are learning to use the

We learned that there are
five parts to most friendly
letters: greeting, date,
body, closing, and signature.
We practiced writing our
own friendly letters and
labeling the parts. After we
were familiar with the
parts of a letter, we explored different options
for greetings and closings,
and we recorded a few in
our Thoughtful Logs. We

so we also took time to learn
about the difference between a fact and an opinion.
We practiced by writing a
fact and an opinion about a
particular topic to prepare

partial sums method, in
which the children add the
tens, write the answer, add
the ones, write the answer,
and then add them together. I hope the communications I’ve been sending
home along with the Family

noticed that in our mentor
texts, all the authors were
using commas after the
greeting and the closing.
Our next piece of writing
will be in the form of a letter, so we are spending
quite a bit of time learning
about this format before
we write in it. Our Word
Study lessons focused on
adding –s and –es to make
words plural, and vowel
teams.

for our persuasive letters next week. We
shared our writing in
small groups and guessed
whether each persons
writing expressed a fact
or an opinion.

Note on the Home Links
have helped make this
clear. I know it is different
than how we learned to add!
We ended our week by taking our Unit 4 Assessment.
IPPs and tests will be sent
home next week.

12/12—EARLY RELEASE
12/17—Gifts due for
gift exchange
12/22—Holiday Party
12/23-1/2—NO
SCHOOL



If you have any
gently used small
toys or trinkets
that you would like
to donate, I will
put them in my
prize box at
school! Thank you!

Monday:

PE

Tuesday:

Music

Wednesday: IMC, Art

Thursday:

PE

Friday:

PE

This week in Handwriting
we reviewed and practiced the formation for
the letters Cc, Ee, and
Ff. We emphasized the
“curve back” at the beginning of each letter and

recited the verbal pathways as we formed them.

Welcome Crystiana!
We are fortunate to have
welcomed a new student to
our class this week! Crystiana has transitioned well to
our classroom and we have
had fun getting to know her.
Our class now has 23 eager
and respectful learners!
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